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SPORT

STRALLA opened up a command-
0 lead over Taiwan on the first
day of their Day up Asia-Oceania
Group One plavof in Kaohsiung last

night.
World No.22 Lleyton Hewitt
cruised to a 64 60 6-3 victory over

Ti Chen, an opponent ranked 248
places lower, in the opening singles
rubber.

Big-serving Chris Guecione then
came out and made it a perfect start

for the Aussies, though he had to

war k luJ

2 places above his

colone staved off a set

point in the third set witha big kick-
ing second serve.

s moved Australia

into complete control of the tie head-

s doubles  rubber,

where Hewitt will team up with Paul

against Yen-Hsun Lu and

Hanley

Hewitt overcame some early and
late resistance from Chen to give
mproving
s Cup singles record

The former world No.l took con-
trol late in the first set after Chen
had made a competitive start, but
the local hope lost 10 straight games
as Hewitt surged to a 3-0 advantage

in the third. Chen rallied briefly
to trail Hew

supremacy by breaki
closing out the mateh
Hewitt said he hadn’t
much about his opponent and early
in the game found it tougher to hold
his own serve than break Chen’s
*He's got nothing to lose out ther
he was just going for his shots and
some of them were coming off”

known

French

rps up
track

VICTORIAN Mark French

pmt!m e two world-class
terday to continue

i clulsmm]:m. form at these

Australian tr: uk veling

French was I" st wheel

in the team sprint and

led Victoria to the fastest

qualifying time and then the

win in the gold medal ride

against WA,
Despite feeling tived after

t gold medal on

“rench

g and

17.633 in the final.

National tr coach
Martin B s0wants to
look at French for the second-
wheel position in the build-
up to next month's world
titles and then the Beijing
Oly mpics.

E behind
UI'I

There's no doubt he
presents a very, very viable
aption for first wheel, both
and Ellis, there's no
ing that,” Barras said.
The options with French
cond wheel remain to
sted, that's a gut feeling

for the WA trio of Jason
Holloway,
underland in the final.
ia clocked 44.878sec
rode 45,621, while the
as third.

int was
straightfor st night,
with NSW rider Kaarle
MeCulloch winning her
first senior national title in

21in Ilw final.

In the sprint: Mask French (from left) and Shane Kelly streak to the line to win the final of the men's team sprint last night.

Thunder open season‘with toughest clash

CAIRNS Thunder coach Matthew
Weldon is suffering from selection
headaches, and glad about it.

Weldon yesterday released his 22
man team for today's Gueensland
Country Rughy ot Champion-
ships son opener against defend-
ing premiers the Gold Coast.

Weldon said the strength of the
squad was reflected in the standard
of players on the bench and the depth
of talent outside the

“We've got a lot of experience right
across the board,” he said.

Craig Ross )
rossc(@icp.newslid.com.au

“Even in the ; we have
someone like Levi Ziegelbauer who
has played for Cairms on and off
since 1999 and can cover every posi-
tion in the backline.

“We also have Allan Chatfield
(st ng at fly-half) back in Cairns
after having played at a high level
for Sunnybank in Brisbe

The bench for today's clash also
features three of last year's form
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competition,
. flanker Kevin Casey
i Dexter Everingham in
addition to Thunder regulars Dan
Hanna and Joseph Webb.

prop

at Gam to-
re of the chal-
lenge of Keeping his players fresh for
the 4pm match.

“We realise it's not going to be an
game, it's going to be a hard
game for the whole 80 minutes.

“We must play mistake-free rugby
against the Gold Coast because eve-

ry mistake you make against them
they make you p
The Thunds
a formidable
tain and No.8 Mitcl I\ 1
er Tane Russell, loc Stvphn-n
Mulgueen and Fergus MeConnell,
hooker Jordan Massey srop Ben
art. The Thunder's first home
ulm‘flm'.
arien, 2 Jordan Massey, 3 Ban Sar
orL 4 Fagus WeConmel: ‘MH‘W # Tume Fssedl T Fiyan
Stows, & Mich Francis, § Dane Fusphy, 10 Allas Chatield. 11 Josl Camp,
12 Liw Boylan, £3 Kk Diges, 14 Joel Sy, 15 Mirk Gumur
Fioserves: 16 Mark Fryme, 17 Kavin Casay. 19 Schasl Dewhort 19 Dlan
Hanra 20 L Dispelount 21 Divie Evaengham, 22 Josech Wbt

ng '\If!! bo
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Cup playoff one win away

1, “He served well on some
s well and then | got on top
of !nm and I felt like | could dictate
pay and do what | wanted to do out

Jegated from the Workld Group
for just the second time, Australia
must win this tie to ad ce to a
second-round Asia-Oceania play-off
against either Thailand or Kaza-
khstan in Townsville in April.
~ AAP. Sydney

Under-18s prepare

CAIRNS: AFL Caimns' under-18 squad
will fine tune its preparations for country
championships with a match against
South Cairns today. The Cairns side
demalished Townsville's under-18s
last week but coach Eddie Skiba said
he expected a much tougher contest
against the Cutters outfit at Watsons
Owal yesterday. The under-18s will

be without four key personnal for the
match, including Manunda Hawks big
man Clint Maltby. Kick offis 4pm,

Dodge on track

GEELONG: Cairns pair Lydon Dodge
and Thomas Janusz were bath pleased
with events despite expariencing testing
days during qualifying at the 2008
Victorina Sprint Kart Championships
yesterday. In wet weather, Dodge
qualified 218t of 56 drivers in the
clubman light class while Janusz will ine
up in the back half of the super heavy
class field. Heats in both classes start
today with finals tomomow,

-
Premier proposal
SYDNEY: Football Federation Australia
is keeping its options open to the
paossibility of hosting English Premier
League games. England’s top 20
clubs have all agreed to examine a
Premier League propesal to play an
“International round” of matches from
the 2010-11 season. Five overseas
venues would each host two games
over a weekend in January as part of
the move, with the round to be staged
in addition to the 38 home and away
matches currently played. Cities would
bid for the right to host games.,

Love returns

BRISBANE: As one Queensland cricket
legend prepares to bring down the
curtain on his career, ancther steps
back into the spotiight for the Bulls next
weak. Queensland yesterday named its
all-time leading runscorer Martin Love
to play in the Pura Cup match against
Western Australia, starting on Monday
at the Gabba. It will be just the second
first-class match this season for the
33-year-old, after completing a lengthy
return from a knee reconstruction,

Grab for Gilly

SYDNEY: ADAM Gilchrist has quickly
become the centre of a private bidding
war in the Indian Premier League

with even Sourav Ganguly chasing
his signature. Bollywood megastar
Shahrukh Khan, who is considered
India’s equivalent of Russell Crowe,
baught the Kolkata franchise - one

of eight for sale - for more than $A85
million last month. This week he told
former Indian captain Ganguly, who
will skipper the Kolkata team, to try to
personally sign up Gilchrist and allow
him to share in the riches on offer,
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